
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

It is my pleasure to submit to you the annual report for St. Martha 

Parish and School. Before I write anything further, let me offer words of 

thanks first to you - the parishioners. Thank you for your prayerfulness 

and devo%on to Christ and His Church. Christ has given us a mission, and 

so Bishop Boyea, in his 2012 pastoral le*er, has rightly called on us to, 

“Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord!” In order to do so, we must 

first be a community of prayer devoted to Christ profoundly present 

among us in the Eucharist. He is in our midst, and we must remain close 

to Him! 

Thank you for your past and con%nued generosity. Your generosity is a 

tangible manifesta%on of your faith. Without your con%nued generosity, 

we would not be able to con%nue on the path of mission.  

It is important to recognize the debt of gra%tude that we owe Fr. Mike 

Murray, Don Morgan, Jackie Rosalez, Hallie Card, Andrea Pa*on, Cynthia 

Farnsworth, Tony and Marie Andorfer, Joey DiMenno, Claudia Fountain, 

Claire Boomer, IvyLynn Olson, Gregg Alchin, Sam Ma%as, our dedicated 

teaching faculty, all our staff, volunteers, and catechists. Without them, 

we would not accomplish much. I am grateful for each one of them and 

the roles they have played or con%nue to play here at St. Martha Parish 

and School. I wish I could convey my gra%tude adequately in narra%ve 

form, but I simply cannot.  

It is also important to recognize and thank the many volunteers who 

serve on our Finance Council, Accounts Receivable Team, Accounts 

Payable Team, and Monday morning count teams. Thank you to our 

outgoing Finance Council Chair, Ron Lenz, and to our incoming Chair, 

Gigi Ma%as. Thank you to our diocesan accountant, Chris%ne Bradley. 

Your counsel, support, and dedica%on, both to me and to the parish, is 

incredible, and I remain grateful.  

In this report, you will certainly find numbers, but I think you will also 

find something more than numbers. As a trained accountant and 

auditor, I believe numbers tell a story. This report contains the story of 

our parish. This report will show how far we have come as a community 
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of believers who choose to lean into faith, hope, and love - 

those three portals of God’s grace. This report will show 

where we are here and now, and it will begin to lay out where 

we want to move into the future.  

I have not been here long, but I am proud to be here! I am 

proud of this community and, as I preached a number of 

weeks ago, I want us to be a community that dreams big! The 

words of St. Martha are our words - Yes, Lord. We believe! Let 

us be a community of prayer, a people devoted to Christ in 

the Eucharist, and people who are on mission to, “Go and 

announce the Gospel of the Lord!”  

Some highlights from the Fiscal Year 2023 financial report 

itself:  

 Overall, income exceeded expenses by $77,675. 

 You will note that total actual income exceeded budgeted 

income by $214,276 which is great news! However, let 

me point out that actual offertory giving was less than 

what was budgeted by approximately $32,325. Why? 

While the budgeted number was accurate based on 

trends, we are s%ll coming out of the pandemic and are 

now experiencing historic infla%on. Things are %ght for 

everyone.  

 Auc%on revenue, generous donors to the Affordable 

Tui%on Fund, and ‘other income’ helped offset the 

nega%ve budget to actual variance in offertory giving. 

 Our total expenses exceeded budgeted expenses by 

approximately $136,598. Simply put, things are more 

expensive than they were a year prior. Fr. Mike Murray 

and Don Morgan did an excellent job keeping spending 

low so as not to put stress on the parish or its balance 

sheet.  

 We did not have any large capital expenditures in fiscal 

year 2022-23. 

 Our balance sheet remains strong with over $2.6 million 

in assets and only $173,684 in liabili%es consis%ng of 

accrued payroll and benefits, prepaid tui%on, funds due 

to St. Vincent de Paul, and a small amount due to our 

former custodial service and the missions. The reported 

liabili%es are either normal end of year accruals or normal 

for parish opera%ons and have subsequently been paid.   

We will see some challenges in this new fiscal year, and I will 

briefly explain them below:  

 Historic infla%on remains a reality and a concern. 

 Federal funding related to pandemic relief has ceased, 

and we will likely not see federal grants or funding 

specifically for pandemic relief in the future.  

 Two large contracts were entered into early in fiscal year 

2023-24 related to custodial work and facili%es 

maintenance which exceeded what was budgeted. These 

two ongoing expenditures are necessary, and the work 

being done, thus far, exceeds expecta%ons.  

 Removing affordability as a barrier to Catholic educa%on 

will always prove to be a challenge given the investment 

we are making in the school with affordable tui%on. 

 Necessary security and safety upgrades to the school and 

church building will likely prove expensive and may lead 

to a decision by the Finance Council to pay for them out 

of savings.  
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ChurchChurchChurchChurch    Budget Actual 

Sunday/HolyDay Offertory $1,176,773  $1,144,448  

Restricted/Special Dona%ons 50,000  15,874  

Auc%on 85,000  122,009  

Interest Income 30,000  39,727  

Other income 51,000  139,730  

Total $1,392,773  $1,461,787  

   

SchoolSchoolSchoolSchool    Budget Actual 

Tui%on $193,840 $204,300 

Affordable Tui%on 100,000  137,820  

Preschool 84,800  60,032  

Food Service 7,000  29,491  

Interest Income                    -    33  

Diocesan School Subsidy 64,023  66,411  

Other Income 400  5,602  

Extraordinary Income* 29,250  54,016  

Total $479,313  $557,707  

   

Faith FormationFaith FormationFaith FormationFaith Formation    Budget Actual 

Tui%on $6,000  $4,648  

Total $6,000  $4,648  

   

Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry    Budget Actual 

Programs $2,750 $7,062 

Total $2,750  $7,062  

   

Child CareChild CareChild CareChild Care    Budget Actual 

Child Care Fees Received $13,075  $20,284  

Extraordinary Income**             -  56,700 

Total $13,075  $76,984  

   

Total IncomeTotal IncomeTotal IncomeTotal Income    Budget Actual 

  $1,893,911  $2,108,187  

*Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools (EANS) 

**Child Care Stabiliza�on Grant  

  



For the last five years, we have made a decision to remove 

affordability as a barrier to Catholic educa%on. This is an 

investment in the future - the future of the Church and the 

future of society. In his Declara�on on Chris�an Educa�on, 

Pope Paul VI “recalls to pastors of souls their most serious 

obliga%on to see to it that all the faithful, but especially the 

youth who are the hope of the Church, enjoy [a] Chris%an 

educa%on” (par. 2). The United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops in their document Renewing Our 

Commitment to Catholic Elementary and Secondary 

Schools in the Third Millennium reminds all of us,  

It is the responsibility of the en%re Catholic 

community—bishops, priests, deacons, religious, 

and laity—to con%nue to strive towards the goal of 

making our Catholic elementary and secondary 

schools available, accessible, and affordable to all 

Catholic parents and their children, including those 

who are poor and middle class. All Catholics must 

join together in efforts to ensure that Catholic 

schools have administrators and teachers who are 

prepared to provide an excep%onal educa%onal 

experience for young people—one that is both truly 

Catholic and of the highest academic quality (pp. 1).   

For these reasons, I believe the decision to invest in 

Catholic educa%on remains the right decision. I also believe 

it is important for you to know how much of an investment 

we are making. The cost to educate one student in our 

parish school is approximately $8,000 whereas our tui%on 

rate for Catholic families is $1,000. While that may appear 

shocking, the investment has worked for five years! That is 

amazing news, and it is a testament to the community of 

St. Martha Parish! Congratula%ons on making Catholic 
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ChurchChurchChurchChurch    Budget Actual 

Administra%on $347,196 $248,042 

Auc%on   10,000  16,765  

Evangeliza%on                 - 57,890  

Facility & Plant 140,250  208,452  

Capital Expenditures 3,000                 -    

Worship 164,899 180,168 

Transfer to Designated Restricted GiT                 -    2,114  

Total $665,345  $713,430  

   

SchoolSchoolSchoolSchool    Budget Actual 

Administra%on $169,470  $187,202  

Food Service 17,865 40,687 

Instruc%onal Staff and Supplies 557,382 589,434 

Facility & Plant 103,500 137,289 

Capital Expenditures                 -                 - 

Preschool        70,041   51,963  

Total $918,258  $1,006,576  

   

Faith FormationFaith FormationFaith FormationFaith Formation    Budget Actual 

Administra%on $66,823  $75,470  

Instruc%onal Programs 27,250 26,260 

Total $94,073  $101,730  

   

Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry    Budget Actual 

Administra%on $15,910  $8,803  

Supplies 6,800 4,184 

Total $22,710  $12,987  

   

Child CareChild CareChild CareChild Care    Budget Actual 

Administra%on $15,150 $29,217 

Supplies 250 53 

Total $15,400  $29,271  

   

AssessmentsAssessmentsAssessmentsAssessments    Budget Actual 

Diocese of Lansing- Schools $64,023 $60,902 

Diocese of Lansing 100,302 95,413 

Total  $164,325   $156,316  

   

SubsidiesSubsidiesSubsidiesSubsidies    Budget Actual 

Lansing Catholic $13,800  $10,200  

Total $13,800  $10,200  

   

Total ExpensesTotal ExpensesTotal ExpensesTotal Expenses    Budget Actual 

  $1,893,911  $2,030,509  

   

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)    Budget Actual 

  $0  $77,675  



educa%on available, affordable, and accessible in our area! I am 

incredibly thankful for your generosity in making this investment 

possible and real. I am also incredibly thankful to our dedicated and 

highly qualified teaching faculty, staff, and volunteers and the 

leadership of our outstanding principal, Mrs. Andrea Pa*on.   

Our investment in Catholic educa%on is not exclusive to the school. We 

remain one family - one parish. Our faith forma%on program is second 

to none! Our faith forma%on program assists parents in educa%ng their 

children in the Catholic faith through Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 

sacramental prepara%on, religious educa%on, liturgical forma%on, and 

sacramental worship including Sunday and weekday Mass. I am proud of 

our Director of Faith Forma%on, Mrs. Jackie Rosalez, and her highly 

competent and faithful team of catechists and volunteers!    

Our investment in Catholic educa%on makes offertory and recurring 

giving to the parish all the more important. I recognize, because things 

are more expensive, personal and family budgets are %ghter than they 

have been. Please recognize so too is the parish’s budget. If you can find 

it within your means to increase your personal giving to the parish by 

3% - 8%, it would help tremendously so that we can con%nue our efforts 

inves%ng in Catholic educa%on now and into the future. If you can find it 

within your means to make a substan%ally larger giT to the Affordable 

Tui%on Fund, we would be most grateful. If you are not %thing, then I 

humbly ask you to prayerfully consider what you might be able to give 

and to sign up for online recurring giving through ParishSoT Giving.  

St. Peter exhorts each one of us, “As each one has received a giT, use it 

to serve one another as good stewards of God's varied grace" (1 Peter 

4:10). 

Your investment in the parish helps us do even more to, “Go and 

announce the Gospel of the Lord!” Evangeliza%on and Youth Ministry 

are two key areas where your generosity will help greatly. We have big 

ideas to help evangelize those around us - those we long to be siXng 

next to us in the pews at Mass. We have big ideas to draw more youth 

into a rela%onship with each other and Jesus Christ. We cannot do this 

work without your help and your generosity.    

Now, I realize that some might tell me that we should just raise tui%on 

to help take stress off the budget. I do not think that is necessarily the 

answer. I think that is the easy answer. Rather, if we are good stewards, 

both personally and as a parish, then this investment can con%nue to 

work. It will, however, require substan%al generosity from you - the 

parishioners. It will not work if we are not united and invested together. 

As always, budgets simply come down to income and expenses. As we 

move through the remainder of the current fiscal year, we are ac%vely 

monitoring income and expenses and, as we do, we con%nue to study 

our current tui%on model in consulta%on with the Finance Council and 

diocesan leadership, par%cularly the Office of Catholic Schools and the 

Office of Finance.    

I hope you will take %me to read through the rest of this report which 

includes words and stories from faith forma%on, our school, youth 

ministry, evangeliza%on, music ministry, and much more!  
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CAPITAL PROJECTS 
    

Capital ProjectsCapital ProjectsCapital ProjectsCapital Projects      Budget Actual 

Parking Lot Resurfacing  $0  $0  

Chromebooks*           - 7,000  

Other Capital Improvements   3,000           - 

Total $3,000  $7,000  

*Emergency Assistance to Non-Public Schools (EANS)  
    

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES  
(as of 06/30/2023) 

    

AssetsAssetsAssetsAssets        6/30/2023 

Checking Account  $520,134  

Savings and Investment  2,135,246  

Accounts Receivable  4,134  

Prepayments   10,839  

Total $2,670,353  

    

Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts                 
Accounts Payable (Opera%ng)  $21,430  

Accounts Payable (Pass-thru)  48,398  

Accrued Payroll   45,026  

School Prepayments for 2024-2024  48,128  

Restricted for a Dedicated Purpose   10,702  

Total   $173,684  

    

Net AssetsNet AssetsNet AssetsNet Assets          

Donor Restric%ons  $0 

Net Assets 2,496,669 

Total   $2,496,669  

    

Endowment AssetsEndowment AssetsEndowment AssetsEndowment Assets          

Educa%on Endowment at Catholic Founda%on   $92,956  

Total   $92,956  
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Please know of 

my prayers for 

you and please 

con%nue to 

pray for me, the 

staff, and the 

parish!  

Dream Big and 

Stay Awesome!  

Fr. Ryan Riley  

Pastor  



It’s hard to believe that just a li*le over a year ago I 

was ministering at a completely different parish in a 

different state! Marie and I walked into the first 

choir prac%ce here and instantly knew we were 

“home!” Members of music ministry were so very 

welcoming, as was Fr. Mike. Marie and I have been 

witness to St. Martha’s growth as a parish in our 

short %me here. I thank every person in music 

ministry for their %reless help with singing and 

playing at Masses.       

All the children who par%cipate in the choirs are a 

blessing to the music program and the parish. When 

we hear them sing, we are hearing not only lovely 

singing voices, but forma%on in ac%on. For many, 

music is the first way we learn Scripture, and it is 

vital to the future of parishes and the Church.  
 

- Joey DiMenno, Children’s Choirs Director 

We had a wonderful class of RCIA students of 8 Catechumens and 

Candidates who celebrated the sacraments of ini%a%on at the Holy Easter 

Vigil. We whole-heartedly appreciate the prayers of the parish for those 

on their journey to the Catholic faith.                            
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The Holy Spirit is moving through Saint Martha Parish! In my %me here as 

Director of Discipleship (and now Director of Parish Opera%ons), I have 

been blessed to serve a parish community that is both alive and ac%ve. 

The Upper Room Men’s Prayer group, Walking With Purpose women’s 

bible study, “The Search” program, and many other opportuni%es for 

adult discipleship exemplify the work of the Spirit at Saint Martha. The 

generosity of your giving has allowed this to happen. Without you, it 

would be impossible for us to assist in bringing people to Christ outside of 

Mass. Thank you!                           

Our Faith Forma%on program is alive and thriving! What 

be*er witness to this than our parents: 

“We feel so blessed to send our kids to St. Martha's Faith 

Forma�on program. They have been genuinely welcoming 

and understanding of shared paren�ng schedules.  

This is huge for our kids, who have, at �mes, felt 

embarrassed about being from a divorced family.  

St. Martha is a safe haven for our kids and family and has 

supported us as we grow closer to God and one another.” 

“We actually switched 

churches because our friend 

told us about the incredible 

Faith Forma�on program at  

St. Martha. Our children are 

learning about God, about 

God’s love and very much 

enjoy the all family and extra 

events that Jackie puts on.”  

Thank you to all our amazing 

catechists, volunteers, and you 

in the pews who make it all 

possible!  

- Jackie Rosalez, Faith Forma�on Director 

St. Martha was re-accredited this last school year and the 

accredita%on team shared the following feedback: 

“You have a beau�ful learning community where a high level of 

faith, academic, and spiritual development is so evident.  

I witnessed a high level of mutual respect, support, and love, 

which are founda�onal for learning. Keep up the incredible work 

and call of saving li8le souls for Christ!” 

“The partnership between the parish and school is exemplary for 

all. The teams are integrated in vision and spirit, and it is clear 

that St. Martha’s parishioners, parents, and students are the 

benefactor of this shared inten�on to work together.” 

The ministry of our Catholic schools and the future vitality of the 

Catholic Church are strengthened by your commitment. Thank 

you for your support of Catholic educa%on! 

- Andrea Pa8on, Principal 
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- Hallie Card, Director of Parish Opera�ons 

- Deacon Carl Boehlert  

- Tony Andorfer, Music Director 


